ROBERT UTPADEL
NEW POSTMASTER AT
WHEELING

Robert Utpadel has been appointed
acting postmaster at Wheeling and with
the aid of Mrs. Howard Bitterman. clerk,
and Mrs. Andrew Beier, says he will try
to give as good service as the retiring
postmaster, August Grewe.

Grewe and his wife, Elsie, who served
as clerk, retired from the Wheeling Post
Office as of June 30,1954 after 17 years
of service.

New Postmaster stated that he and his
assistants would appreciate it and it would
expedite the mail if the patrons would use
their box number in their correspondence.

(1954)

SURPRISED DINNER FOR
AUGUST GREWE

Northwestern Postmasters Association

surprised August Grewe of Wheeling last

Wednesday night with a dinner party.

They presented him with a very beautiful

wrist watch. His wife, Elsie, and hus
daughter, Marion Bitterman, were also

mvited as guests. Elsie and August both
were called on for speeches and they had

a very nice eveming,

August Grewe was thus honored upon
his retirement as Wheeling's Postmaster
for the past 17 years.

(July 7,1954)

LIONS FETE LADIES AT
AT DINNER PARTY

As part of the installation of
officers ceremonies held Wed. of
last week, the Wheeling Lions Club
held a " Ladies Night " at which

wivies of the members were guests,

with a corsage for each lady, enter-
tainment, and a delicious steak
dinner. Following the dinner every
one joined in community singing,
after which the group was addressed
by the Lion's District Govenor,

Morris M. Benzuly, with his wife

and sister-in-law. was an honored

guest. International Chancellor and

former District Governor, Cletus
Day, with his wife, also honored
guests, nstalled the officers.

Also honored at the event was
August Grewe, Wheeling's former
postmaster recently retired, and his
wife Elsie. He was formally thanked
by Fred Cargill, master of cermonies,
for his years of faithful service as the
village postmaster.



UNCLE SAM FINDS WOMEN MAKE GOOD POSTMASTERS
Mrs. Elsie Grewe

Wheeling Postoffice

(Oct. 19, 1945)

Mrs. Elsie Grewe, who is the lady at the window of the s
Wheeling postoffice may not be postmaster in name bilit she is

in reslity.
Grewe.

The appointment is held by her husband, August
This is a case where the wife is doing a man's Jjob.

She holds the sppointment as assistant postmaster and does
an excellent job of it, say Wheeling people.

The Grewes took charge of the postoffice in 1937 when it

went into third eclass.

For the last five

ears it has had

its own quarters snd is on the verge of going into second

class.

Wheeling people lock forward to the time when mail will

be dropped from planes supplanting the present train service
provided by the Soo Line which is far from adequate.

ROBERT UTPADEL
NEW POSTMASTER
AT WHEELING (1954)

Robert Utpadel has been
appointed acting postmaster
at Wheeling and with the
aid of Mrs. Howard Bitter-
man, clerk, and Mrs. Andrew
Beier, says he will try to
give as good service as the
retiring postmaster, August
Grewe.

Grewe and his wife, Elsie,
who acted as clerk, retired
from the Wheeling Post
Office as of June 30 after
17 years of service.

New postmaster stated that
he and his assistants would
appreciate it and it would
expedite the mail if the
patrons would use their box

number in their correspondence.

Also honored at the event waé\
August Grewe, Wheeling's former
postmaster, who recently retired

and his wife, Elsie, and who
was formally thanked by Fred

SURPRISE AUGUST CREWE

(JUIF 7 1954)

Northeastern Postmasters Associa-
tion surprised August Grewe of
Wheeling last Wednesday night with

a dinner party. They presented him
a very beasutiful wrist watch. His
wife, Elsie, and his dsughter,
Marion Bitterman, were also invite
as guests. Elsie and August both -
were called on for speeches and

they had a very nice evening.

August Grewe was thué honored upon
his retirement as Wheeling's post-
master for the past 17 years.

LICNS FETE LADIES AT D

PARTY
s Berk of the instelisiieh 13,1954

officers ceremonies held Wednesday
of last week the Wheeling Lions

club held a "Ladies Night" at which
wives of the members were guests,
with a corsage for each lady, enter-
tainment, and a delicious steak
dinner.

Following the dinner, everyone
joined in community singing, after
which the group was addressed by

LEFEWI' AT DINNER

Cargill, master of ceremonies,
for his years of faithful ser-
vice as the village postmaster.

District Governor of the Lions
Morris M. Benzuly, who, with hie

wife and sister-in-law, was an
honored guest. International Chancell
ellor and former District Govermor.
Cletus Day, who with his wife, we

also honored guests, installed the
officers j



Wheeling Post Office, August Grewe Postmaster from 1937-1954

During the year of 1937 about 100 families and a few business were served by
the Wheeling Post Office. The office occupied the almost unbelievable roomy space
of 8 feet by 10 ft. Its location was where the Grewe Restaurant now stands at 11
South Milwaukee. [nto this small area and allowing for shelves & a bench, Mr. &
Mrs Grewe sorted the mail . Mrs. Grewe, assistant Postmaster and clerk , would
begin her work day as early as 4:30 am. Each family had a mail box in the tiny
lobby and during the day they would meet their neighbors as they picked up their
mail The budget was to small to pay for the expense of a telephone. so when special
delivery letters came in Mrs. Grewe would delivery them to the addressee. The
typewriter used for correspondence was paid for by the postmaster. Materials to
wash and clean the room came out of his pocket as the government paid only for
the bare essentials.

The Soo Line Railroad, one mile to the west on Dundee Road hauled the mail in
from Chicago. One dispatch a day was made and Mr. Ralph Taylor of Wills St
picked up the mail sacks from the depot and carned them to the post office in his
car. This he did for some 30 years.

For 17 years Mr. Grewe was postmaster & working six days a week. Often Mrs.
Grewe would make an extra trip after hours to a family to deliver an important
letter and then working longer at the office to fimsh her clerical duties. Her salary
was the magmificent sum of $1.00 a day. The Postmaster received a yearly salary of
$ 1200.

UNCLE SAM FINDS WOMEN MAKE GOOD POSTMASTERS
MRS. ELSIE GREWE
WHEELING POST OFFICE

Mrs. Elsie Grewe, who is the lady at the window of the Wheeling Post Office, may
not be postmaster in name. but she is in reality. The appointment is held by her
husband, August Grewe. This is a case where the wife is doing a man's job. She
holds the appointment as assistant postmaster and does an excellent job of it, says
Wheeling peaple.

The Grewes took charge of the post office m 1937, when it went into 3rd class
For the last 5 years it has had its own quarters and is on the verge of going into 2nd
class. Wheeling people look forward to the time when mail will be dropped from
planes surplanting the present train service provided by the Soo Line which is far
from adequate. OCT. 19,1945
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6 HOW TO COLLECT

POSTAGE STAMPS

Other n Iﬂlrrnt duplicates may be told
apart by erences In the number of per-
forations, In shades of color, and in the
kinds of paper on which they nre printed.
Lack of space makes it impossible for us to
deseribe in detall the “shade™ and “‘paper
varietics,” as nm{ are called ; and fortu-
nately the beginning collector will seldom
wish to bother with them. If you want more
Ilnformation about them, we suggest that
rou eonsult some experienced collector,

ADVENTURING WITH POSTAGE STAMFPS

We have given mbove a brief outline of
esgentin]l Informatlon for the beginning col-
lector. There is of course a im den] more
to know about stamps and stamp ml]wti:&
and for farther Information we recomme
that rou ceneult your loeal publie libeary.

“Every postage stamp tells a n{u?" rans
the saying. And truly, back of nearly every
stamp that you acquire you will find some

Inleresting tale of adventure, a picturesgque
glimpse of far-away lands, or some stirriog
symbal of great historical evenis,

Here, In our apinion, lles one of the most
fascinating sspects of the widespread hobby
of stamp mllﬂﬂn{h For postage stamps take

ou mdventuring all 2.““ of the world.
‘hey ehow the ecenes and cities, the natives,
animale, and producte, the prominent per-
sonages, of far-away lands They will tell
you how men live on the opposite sides of the
world, and promote a better understanding
of the ways of the world and its peoples.

With this gquality of stamp r:ollettlnr i
mind, let your Imagination roam ae you fu

the pages of your stamp album. For each
at.nmf} con become a lttle square of mlﬂ:.
a Oylng earpet able to transport you to the
far-off places of the world, or backwards 1
to the ph of history. Amd gewf trovels,
you mny gure, will alweys ﬂe]il.'hlﬂﬂi
ns you go adventuriog with postage stamps @

WORLD’S RAREST STAMP

The fabulous story of a postage stamp which is worth 5 million times
the face value it had when issued in 1856

Value: $50,000!

The story of the world’s rarest stamp be-
ing in 1873 In a dosty attie in British
uwinon, An English schoolboy was looking
through some old letters, searching for
stamps for his collectlon, when he came up-
on 0 one-vent, black-on-magentn stamp of
Brivish Guiana, dated 1858, It had an ugly,
ingignificunt appearance; the corners were
mlesing: it was in r condition : and
there was no space for It in his album,
Thinking he econld And a better copy amon
the letters, anyway, the boy gladiy sok
the gtamp to A fellow collector for §1.50,

Within a few years the new owner dis-
posed of his entire collectlon for $600
through a denler in Glasgow. The sgingle
stamp wag next sold to the eccentric Aus-
trinn collector, Count Ferpary. for $750 and

was wdded to hisg great collestion in Parid
where 1t was to remain for foriy-four years,

At the desth of Count Fercary in 1817, it
was found that he had willed his collectio
to the Berlin Postal Museum. As he was an
allen, however, the French government eon-
fiscated his property and sold it at public
nuetion, crediting the proceeds to Germany's
bill for reparstions. In & series of fourteen
great nuetlons held in Parls between 1821
and 1825, the vast stamp collectlon brought
mare than $2,000,000,

At one of these awctlons the late Arthur
Hind, American milllodaire collector, me-
quired the ope-cont British Guiann rarity ot
n price of §32.500 plus a government tax
—im all, & small fortune of over $38,000 1

Mr. Hind presented the stamp to hls wife
slhortly before his death in 1033, and for
seven years it reposed in a bank vault Ip
Utlen, New York, honored with a catalo
value of $50,000. In 1040 it was sold pri-
vately 1o an anm:};-mmu buyer for an amonnt
“in excees of §40.000" — the highest price
ever pald for a single postage stamp,

And that, briefly. s the story of the most
valunble plece of paper In the warld,

People often wonder how one llitle stamp
can be worth such a large sum of money.
The answer la found In those two slmple
factors which determine the price of every-
thing : supply and demand. In all the
seven ty-od ienru since the British Guinna
stamp was firet dlscoversd, no other J:njl;
bhag turned up, Meanwhile, the world's
stamp family has iocreased Lo n populntion
of somewhere between fve and ten milllon
collectors and denlers, every one of Whom
would like to awn thig unlque stamp. When
only one copy of an artlele ls In existence
but milllons of people want It the price
naturally rises to astonlehing helghts

HOW TO COLLECT POSTAGE STAMPS

STAMP TREASURE HUNTING

Where and How to Search for Rare Old Stamps Worth Fortunes

FAID
51 o B, P
CENTS 10 Coni.
VIl BORCAWEN, W, W IE, NALTIMDAE, D, Ei, HIW HAVIH,
8,005 U] F10,000

Some famous stamps which have brought fortunes to lucky finders

One of the great thrille of stamp collect-
Ingg 1s the constant Imslhnltr of discovering,
In some unexpectec lineE or manner, sooie
rare old stamps thntr will brl.nf the lucky
tinder hundreds or even thousands of dollars.

Buch discoveries are occurring, in n larger
pr gmaller way, all the time, and there i
no doubt that many more will oecur In the
future. We shall describe a few of (he more
gensntionnal "Anids” below,

!TAMFF’.'- WORTH FORTUNES

Some years ago o colored porier ot the
Court House in Loulsville, Kentocky, was
told to dlapose of some obld boxes of corre-
sponidence, As ke was throwing them into
the furnace he noticed some corions-looking
gtamps on the envelopes. They were the
famed St. Lonis "bear” stamps. Many more
were found in the remalning papers—stamps
which today would be valwed all together ot
about S50,000.00 ! But the porter, not koow-
ing their value, sold them for 20c to the
Janltor of the bnilillng, who knew something
about stamp colleeting !

In an office bullding in Boston, Mass.,
BOme Twenly five ¥earg ago, parfitions were
being torn out and hoxes of ol pecomuolated
correspondence were heilng moved. A stainp
eollector, who happened to be pessing hy,
saw several t'nvoIFu:-pe-n gtlcking out of the
boxes, and on them the U. 8, 10c 1547 stamp.
He obtalned permission from the firm to go
aver this old and unwanted correspondence,
It took him two weeke to complete the tosk,
but when he finlahed he il ohtained over
00 stnmps velued nt about 40,000 1

In 1021 a young wolnan wis sorting over
some old correspondence which had been for
many yearg id the possession of her moiher,
She tossed asida gome  envelopes with
curious-looking Inbels on them to examine

Inter on, but 461 not kother with them agaln
until 1930, The oll envelopes were then
found to Include one of the rare Haltimore
PPostmasters’ Provisional stamps, for which
ghe Pecelved thousanda of dollars.

A Philadelphin bapk, about to move into
new gquarters, called in o waste paper dealer
and sold him ap sceumulntion of old nnd
apporently  worthless npere  for  E15.040.
Among these the dealer later found an enor.
mous number of rare early United Stntes
stnmps reportedly worth 75,000,001

A collector in California made the acquain-
tanee, In connection with certaln bosiness
matters, of o Indy in whose famlly sume ol
corrrgpondence had been stored for several
enerations. The collector wna particularly
nierested in this correspomlence becaose
eptne of it came from Brottlebore, Yermonl
He persuaded the lady to let him examine
thege old letters in search of rore stomps,
nnd they were finally rewarded by discover-
ing thres of the famous Brattlebors Post.
inasler” Provisltonal stamps — which are
worth about F2,000.04 aplece.

HOW A PRINTING ERROR BROUGHT
A COLLECTOR 515,000.00

Hiarlties are not exclusively confloed to olid
stampR. An errar in printing i= liahle to
crente mogreat ravlty among enrrent stnmps.

Etomps which are printed in two colors
have to e run twice through the printing
presg. Through an error, the mr!.llrr & SO
times torned wrong side to, during the see-
and ron, which results in a sheet of stam
with one pnrt of the design printed upslde
down -— a situation which collectors deseribe
by the phrase “inverted center.”

A eollector In Washington, D. C., went to
the postoffice on the fOrst 45:3‘ of lssue of
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HOW TO START A STAMP COLLECTION

One of the many I.d'l'lllltlfl!l of the hobh
of stamp collecting (or "philately,” as it is
often called) 1 the ease with which anyone
mony start & collection. All you need, in
foct, are some ﬂqmra, n book to ki them
in l;prtl'erlhl_r an illnstrated album), and
some stamp hinges with which to attach the
stamps to your album pages. All of theee
things may be purchased for a very small
sum of money— than the cost n bhox
of candy, of & good geat nt the theatre _and
th | Introduce you to a fascinating
Bobby which will yleld many hours of recrea-
tion and pleasure,

WHERE AND HOW TO GET STAMPS

A few Iucky- people, from tlme to time,
have the good fortune of belng able to start
their collections with a tressure hont—by
gearching fur stamps among old letters or
corregpondence stowed nrif in the attics or
collars of thelr homes. Other people have
friends whe work In banks and husiness
housed, and who save for them the stamps
on Incoming mall. For the average person,
however, ere are two principal waye of
acquiring stamp : first, by purchasing them
from a dealer; and second, ':f’ exchanging
duplicates with collector-friends,

When you come to buy ltu.lnfm, remember
that- the best and Jewst expensive beginnlng
for your collection is to purchase what stamp
deafers call a “World" or “General Variety
Packet. &Paﬂuu, by the way, are collections
of all-different stamps -mn?!nimt!; ?I_ll'-'.h-
aged or “packeted” in envelopes. he
range In elze from one hund to sEvera
I:hﬂ'l.lli.li-l} nr‘.l.ttwi,h aln'n:l ani -|||r‘.|~t>eﬂ1 ::E—?:tﬂy
Ingly. ou hlll‘ L] FECEL gEMETA

pnx 13 th{t you can afford, you will obtain
—and at the lowest possible cost—a large
pumber of stamps r-:»tphrumtiuf many differ-
ent countries. And these will make an ex-
cellent foundation for your collection.

Ag you are mountluf the stamps from the
general varlety packet In your album, you
may find that some countries Interest you
especinily. 1f 0 you can purchase, from
your dealer, packeis of the stamps of any
countrles you desire—such packets, for ex-
ample, &8 5 Abyesinia, 100 Austria, or 13
'I.Tru,ful . This is the I;Inlcheit and most eco-
nomical method of fAlling up your album
pages of any particolar country.

In addition te buylng packets, and buying
Individual stamps from approval selections,
most collectors alse have a particular fond-
nees for gets—na st belng a serles of =e-
gquences of stamps belonging to the game ig-
gue. Sets are ‘extremely attractive nnid make
a handsome appearance in an album. Some
denlers send sets on approval, while others
offer them for sale in thelr price lists.

APPROVAL SELECTIONS

In the philatelic (or stamp eollectors’)
magazines, and on the stamp pages of the
pational juvenile magozines Juu will eee
that many denlers are advertising especiully
attractive offers elther free or at a very low
price to “approval applicants.” "Approvals”

are sheete or booklets In which stamps nre
mounted, marked with a selling price, and
gent “on approval” to prospective customers.

1f you anawer any of these advertisements,
guu will reeelve mot only the special offer

ut also a selection of stamps on approval
Thig method of merchandlsing has been used
ever since stamp collecting started. You will
find it an Interesting proposition, for It will
acquaint you with a great mAny stamps.
both the onea you purchase for your own col-
lection and those you return to the dealer.

Collectors recelving stamps on approval
make it a polnt of honor to treat the dealer
with every. business courtesy : to handle his
stamps carefully, and return them as soon Ag
possible {and within ten days at the most)
eocloging full payment for all the stamps
that are retaloed, It 18 & remarkable tribute
to gtamp collecting that so much huﬂ'in: sl
Hlli:ﬁ. amounting to hundreds of thousanids
of doflors o year, is tranencted through the
malls, on trugl, by approval selections.

THE USEFUL ART OF SOAKING

Very old and rare stam such as are
found onee in a blue moon in old correspon-
dence, are likely to be worth more if left on
thelr original envelopes, But nearly all
stnmps—and &8 Ny those which the be-

nning collector i llkely to acguire—shonld

e cleanly separated from any attached paper
hefore being mounted in your eollection.

En‘hmeT the atlmr in cold or luke-warm
{but not hot) water for flve or ten minutes,
and you will find that the paper peels off
easily. Then place the stamp face down on
n clean blotter, and let It 4 thoroughly
before you mount it In your album.

DUPLICATES AND HOW TO ENJOY THEM

A gingle copy of a stamp ls quite elml.llih
for the average collection ; but collectors in
various ways always acquire several coples,
or duplicntes, of some of thelr stnmps. To
the beginner, what to do with duplicates
sometimes looks like a diffienlt problem.

Hut far from belng o problem, riuqilmtes
to most collectors are an almoet unlimited
source of plensure. Other collectora have
duplicates too. And nothing Is more fun
than to get together with collector-friends
and awap duplieates, In this way each col-
lector can dispose of his extra coples and
acquire new stamps without cost.

Bramp trading iz one of the most enjoyahle
stimes——and makes an execellént common
f:terut for the formation of n stamp club.

THE POSTAGE S5TAMP CATALOG

Every stamp in existence s illustrated,
numbered, briefly described and priced in the
“Standard I'nltnge Stamp Catalog.” This
peeful volume, which I8 revised and re-pub-
Hshed every year to lnclude new stamps and
to record priee chan, in old ones, 18 fre-
amﬂr nvailable at the local lbrary, If you

o mot wish to buy a copy for yourself.

HOW TO COLLECT POSTAGE STAMPS

The terma “catalog numbers” and “catalog
values"—s0 often used by stamp dealers—
refer to the numbers and prices assligned to
poEtage stamps in this Standard Catalog.

HOW TO USE STAMP HINGES

Many lpood stamps have been ruined be-
cauge uninformed collectors have stuck them
down permanently with r!ln:t or paste. Let
it be said bere, once and for all, that the
only proper way to mount gtamps Io an al-
bum i3 with the little gummed slips of
transparent paper that are called “stamp
hinges.” Hinges not only enable you to In-
pert and remove stnmps from your album
with ease and efficiency, but also prevent
dnmage to stamps and albums,

One pleture I8 worth a thousand words In

explaining the use of stamp hinges, so we
refer to the disgram and notes below :

SIDE S STAMP

/]

el

1. Bend back the top half of the hinge,
and lightly moisten the pum as indieatad b
the ghaded area In the drowing (Moest col-
lectore molsteén hinges by licking them, so
that hinge manufacturers use o pure and
almost tasteless gum.)

2, Attach the hinge to the back of the
stamp, with the crease of the hinge about
f&* below the erforatlons,

2. Molsten the other half of the hinge ns
fndieated by the shnded area,

4. Now turn the stamp over and attach
the hinge to the album page.

5. The stamp has now been pressed into
place. Note that it is rullg “hinged" (in
the usuonl sense of the word) nmd may be
turned wp and over for inspection. any
collectors make pencilled notations (of cost,
catalog value, ¢1e) beneath thelr stamps, to
wl;l:-h they turn for ready reference.

The grent advantage of nsing hinges Is
thal, when the I:inEu are dry, they may be
eagily peeled off bhoth slamps and atboam
lmie:. withont damnge to either, But —
WARNING — never try to remove a hinge
while it is still wet. Unless you allow plenty

of time for drying {(about half an hour) the
removal of & binge may result io a torn
stamp or a hole In your album page,

GAUGING PERFORATIONS

Most beginning collectors will nelther need
nor wish to bother with perforatlons, bug
we mention them here for reference aod
general Information,

Perforations are the holes punched be-
tween the stamps on a sheet, to make them
"‘f to separate. In the Stamp Catalog you
will find various stemps described as “gerf.
10" *“perf. 15, ete. (or “imperf.” which
means that the ytamp s imperforated or has
straight edges), The numbers tell the number
of perforation holes found along the edge of
the stamp In & space of two centimeters: It
sometimes happens that the perf. number
{like the watermarking described below) Is
the only way of distinguishing between

. Etamps that nre identical in design and color

baut mctually belong to diferent issues and
are consldered as different stamps,

It iz not necessary to measure and count
the perforations, however. They ocan be
enslly determin hr the usg of n perfora-
tlom gauge, which la a rectangle of card-
board or metal on which all of the diferently
numbered perforntions are represented b,
rows of dots. If you Iny the stamp on this
senle and mwove It up and down until a row
of dots correspomids exactly to the perfora-
tons, you can read the desired perf. number
direct from the gauge.

WATERMARK VARIETIES AND OTHER:
APPARENT DUPLICATES

It is a common experience for beginning
collectors, upechll{ when buying n packet
guarantesd (o contaln “all-diTerent™ stamps,
to come upon two stamps which appear to be
ldentical, and to conclude at omce that they
are duplicates, In such a case it should be
remeémbered that a number of stamps have
“lgubles™ or other stamps which look almost
exactly like them, but which actually were
Isgned in diferent years and are therefore
ligted In the catalog, and considered by col-

. lectors, as distinctly diferent stamps.

The most common stamp doables are
“watermark varietles,” Waltermarks are the
falnt, almost Invisible marks impressed into
better-grade papers durlhg the process of
manufucture. (If yon will hold a sheet nffnﬂd
writing or iypewriter paper up to.the light
you will see lts watermark clearly.) ©
watermarké on stamps are difficult or im.
poseible to see because of the jrrmlin , and
callectors therefore employ n device Enown
ns a watermark detector,

A watermark detector §s a amall black
tray made of lacqguered tin, hard rubber
glass. Any fat black surface will do .fl-!-ﬂ.
as well. Place the stamp face down on the
surface, mojsten it with a few drops of car-
bon tetrachloride (which may be purchased
at any drug store), and the watermark (if
the stamp hag one) will show clearly on the
wet pier. Now remove the sinmp and the
Jiqmﬁmwllt evaporate without harming it.

If you find that two otherwise identical
stamps bave different watermarks, you will
know that they are not dupllcates after all




Messrs H, Myghlstein & Co. ‘I.ll.
1431, East 16th, Strees, 5
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H. Muehlstein * Company,
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HUNG TEH TRADING CO.
F.D. BOX 626
‘635 SLECHUEN ROAD ({2ND FLOOR!
SHANGHAI, CHINA

B liessrs. H. Muehlatein & CelInc.
il 1451 Toot Sixteenth Str.
Loa Angeles 21, Gals
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